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Seeking spiritual 
understanding 

in a welcoming community 
together in Christ 
open to the spirit 
acting in service 
through Godôs love 

for all. 
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Winter 2015 

140 YEARS YOUNG! 

 

M  
acKay United 
Celebrates 
140 Years! 
 

  MacKay United Church of 
New Edinburgh has a long 
fascinating history closely 
intertwined with the de-
velopment of the nationôs 
capital. The MacKay 
(originally spelled McKay) 
name comes from one of 
Ottawaôs prominent citi-
zens of the early 1800ôs, 
Thomas McKay, a 
staunch Presbyterian 
Scotsman and stone ma-
son. He came to Ottawa 
in 1826 to help Colonel 
John By construct the first 
eight locks of the Rideau 
Canal and when the locks 
were complete, bought a 
thousand acres of land 

straddling the Rideau Riv-
er near its junction with 
the Ottawa River.  
 
  Thomas McKay made 
many contributions to his 
adopted community. He 
built St. Andrewôs Presby-
terian Church in Ottawa in 
1828 and in 1830 estab-
lished the village of New 
Edinburgh on his property 
on the east side of the 
Rideau River.  
  Initially, New Edinburgh 
residents traveled to St. 
Andrewôs in the centre of 
Ottawa for worship and 
the earliest record of 
Church activities in New 
Edinburgh is Thomas 
McKay teaching Sunday 
School in a hall at the cor-
ner of Alexander and 
Charles Streets in 1845. 
  By the 1870ôs New Edin-
burgh was a thriving in-
dustrial town with many 
recent immigrants from 
Scotland.  In 1875 
McKayôs grandson, William 
Alexander MacKinnon 
raised funds for a new 
Presbyterian Church and 
donated two lots at the 
corner of Mackay Street 
and Dufferin Road for a 
church building. 
 
  The New Edinburgh 
Presbyterian Church, built 

in 1875, was designed by 
Robert Surtees. 
   
  Gothic in architecture, it 
was made of fine rubble 
stone work 75ô by 35ô with 
an estimated cost of 
$5,000 ï ña model of 
cheapness and neatnessò.  
It was a rather dark place 
with a few panes of col-
oured glass in the win-
dows and lighting from oil 
lamps until electric lights 
were installed in the 
1880s with $68 raised by 
the Ladiesô Aid. The con-
gregation sat in pews with 
narrow seats and high 
backs facing a high central 
pulpit. At first the Choir 
sat in two raised rows of 
seats at the back of the 
stone hall, singing with 
only the aid of a tuning-
fork, until a harmonium 
was purchased and it was 

(Continued on page 6) 
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The MacKay Messenger is 

published by the Communications 
Committee. 

  
 Articles are welcome and can be 

submitted  
to the office at 

admin@mackayunitedchurch.com 
 

Editor:  Miko Czerny-Holownia 
Proofing:  Marilyn Follett 
Website:  Janice Rideout 

 
If you do not wish to receive the 

MacKay Messenger  
or you wish to receive it 

electronically, please call the 
office at  

613 749-8727 or   
by email to: 

admin@mackayunitedchurch.com 
 
 

  
39 Dufferin Road  

Ottawa, ON, K1M 2H3 
Telephone (613) 749-8727 
Fax (613) 749-8520 

 
www.mackayunitedchurch.com 

 
admin@mackayunitedchurch.com 

 
Office hours:  9 am to 12 pm  

Monday to Friday 
 

Minister  
Rev. Peter Woods          749-8727 
Pastoral Emergencies  749-8727 
minister@mackayunitedchurch.com 
Dr Joseph Burke, Minister Emeritus 
 
Organist & Choir Director  
Parvaneh Eshghi   749-8727 
 
Church Administrators 
Marilyn Follett and Janice Rideout 
                            749-8727 
admin@mackayunitedchurch.com 
 
Council Executive 
Chair  
Carolyn Bowker  744-1544 
Past Chair 
Alan Bowker   745-1544 
Recording Secretary  
Sarah Watson  749-8727 

Welcome to MacKay 

 

Council Corner 

 

C 
hristmas always 
seems far away 
until the end of the 
year, when 

suddenly it rushes to meet 
us. Now we wonder how 
we will ever get ready.  
But as we rush forward, 
we can also take a 
moment to look back at a 
long, mild and colourful 
autumn that seemed to 
stretch out forever.  
  On September 27, 
MacKay officially 
welcomed its new 
minister, Rev. Peter 
Woods, in a moving and 
musical Covenanting 
Service.  Promises were 
given and exchanged 
between Rev. Peter and 
the congregation, and 

with the Ottawa 
Presbytery.  We were 
inspired by the message 
of guest preacher, Dr. 
Douglas Hall.   
  Rev. Peter has been 
getting to know us and 
we, him.  We are being 
engaged and challenged 
by his sermons.  We have 
launched an exciting 
period in our history. 
  We have had two 
successful and well 
attended concerts in the 
MacKay Chamber Music 
Series this fall ï Autumn 
Impressions with Charles 
Hamann (oboe) and 
Fr®d®ric Lacroix (piano), 
and Portraits featuring 
Parv Eshghi in an evening 
of piano music by 
Debussy, Albeniz and 
Scriabin.   
  As always, volunteers 
and the enthusiastic 
support of the church 
made the community 
welcome and the events   
memorable. 
  Our commitment to 
Centre 507 continues to 
be well supported, even 
with the change of date ï 
our new day is the third 
Tuesday of the month - 
and the clients are very 
appreciative of the food 
we provide.  Donations of 
other items such as tooth 
brushes, razors, warm 
socks, deodorant, coffee, 
peanut butter, jam are 
also always welcome. 
We also reach out in other 
ways: the Good Cheer-
UCW lunches, the turkey 
pie fundraiser, White Gift 
Sunday (Gifts with Vision), 
the Blue Christmas 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Ministerôs Message 

Reverend Peter Woods 

ñAbsolutely 
Unmixed 
Attention is 
Prayerò 
~Simone Weil 

S t. John, The 
Damascene, said it this 
way: 
  I salute all remaining 
matter with reverence, 
because God has filled it 
withégrace and power. 
  Jose Vasconcelos 
Goizueta calls/invites/
names it ñempathic 
fusionò: 
  Play, recreation, and 
celebration are the most 
authentic forms of life 
precisely because, when 
we are playing, 
recreating, or celebrating, 
we are immersed in, or 
ñfusedò, with the action 
itself, and those other 
persons with whom we 
are participating. Thus, 
we are involved in and 
enjoying the living itself. 
  Dante: 
[Christian faith] sees 
praise and adoration of 
God, and, in appropriate 

ways, of people, as the 
essence of every personôs 
vocation, and constitutive 
of right relationships. 
  We could sum it up in 
one familiar phrase 
consisting of two well-
used words: 
ñMerry Christmasò 

  At the core, the 
invocation/prayer/mantra/
slogan/catch-all ñMerry 
Christmasò places us at 
the heart of a celebratory, 
life-affirming faith. Thatôs 
all I need to know as I 
find my way through the 
dark and exciting days of 
December.  
  We are called to herald a 
birth and gather for a 
party. It is a birth that 
empathically fuses all of 
creation, and a party 
where we all have a place 
to praise God just as we 
are.  
  Merry Christmas as you 
salute the child of 
Bethlehem, letting the 
complicated and earthy 
tale bring you into deep 
reverence for the world 
we share together. 

 
Shalom,  
As-salaam  
Alaykum 

Please 
 do join us for our 
INTERGENERATIONAL 
CHRISTMAS EVE 
service with 
Communion on 

Thursday, December 
24th at 4:30 pm. All 
are welcome. 

Deaths 
 

Phyllis Brown 
October 10th,2015 

 
Baptisms 

 
Caleigh Marie McCracken 

& 
Miles Finley Harry 
October 25th,2015 
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Parvaneh Eshghi 

 
 

P arvaneh Eshghi,  
MacKayôs music director, 
performed an exciting and 
memorable piano concert 
on November 21 as part 
of the Chamber Music 
Series.  She chose the title 
Portraits ñto describe the 
many stunning character 
sketches, nature scenes, 
places, celebrations and 
mood settings evoked by 
each composer.ò  Before 
each segment, Parv took 
time to introduce the 
featured composers 
Claude Debussy, 
Alexander Scriabin and 

Isaac Albeniz and their 
pieces.  The concerts 
always feature a ñMeet 
the Musiciansò reception 
following the performance 
with refreshments 
provided by Bridgehead 
and The Rockcliffe 
Retirement Home. 
  The following morning, 
the excitement from the 
concert was reflected in 
Parvôs post:  ñI am reeling 
from my concert! What a 
fantastic time!  I got to 
chat with listeners 
afterwards and received 
some great compliments, 
how I built a warm 
rapport with the audience, 
the staggering clarity in 
my playing, my unique 
ability to convey precise 
details and yet the larger 
sweep of each piece, and 
the variety of colours and 
emotions I was able to 
create!  To say I am 
ecstatic to have 
communicated all of this, 
is a huge understatement! 

So humbled by these 
generous observations 
and so happy to have 
given my audience a 
memorable experience! To 
me, this is what itôs all 
about, the collective 
coming together in the 
spirit of artistic 
expression, sharing and 
inspiration!ò 
Obviously a big fan, David 
Hash wrote:  ñParv is 
definitely one of Ottawaôs 
hidden gems.  Very 
humble and modest in 
nature but she is definitely 
one of the best pianists 
around ï no doubt.ò 
  The next concert will 
take place on Friday, 
March 18, 2016 ï 
Homeland:  Eastern-
European music and folk-
inspired music including 
Ravelôs Tzigane, 
performed by the versatile 
violinist Carissa 
Klopoushak and dulcimer 
virtuoso Alexandru Sura. 
 

Music at MacKay 

Music  
Is 
Her 
Magic 
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Finance 

Capital Projects 
 

I  
n 2012, a 5 Year 
Capital Plan was 
developed.  In the 
first two years the 

Sanctuary was refurbished 
with LED spotlights 
installed, walls and ceiling 
repaired and painted, 
flooring repaired, pews 
removed for 
easier 
accessibility; the 
oak front doors 
were beautifully 
refinished; 
interior and 
exterior work was 
done on the Bell 
Tower; two of 
eight furnaces 
were replaced; 
the telephone 
system was replaced and 
fire and safety upgrades 
were completed with exit 
signs, fire doors and 
emergency lighting 
installed.  The Memorial 
Hall has seen a complete 
transformation with the 
stage rebuilt to conform 
to fire codes, accessibility 
enhanced with ramp 
railings and door sill 
improvements, new stage 
lighting, and the entire 
hall repainted and many 
minor repairs done by 
volunteers from the 
fitness programmes that 
are run by NECTAR. 
In 2015 two new stoves 
were purchased by the 
UCW; the Memorial Hall 
was repainted by 
volunteers from the 
Fitness programmes; 
three furnaces were 
replaced (5 down, 3 to 

go) and a hot water 
heater purchased; and 
during the time before our 
new minister arrived, the 
opportunity was taken to 
renovate the ministerôs 
office with new flooring 
and painting. 
  Funding for these 
projects comes from a 
variety of sources:  the 
Capital Fund from 
donations of cash and 

securities, the Memorial 
Fund from donations in 
memory of members of 
the congregation, the 
Concert Fund with 

proceeds from the 
Chamber Music Concert 
Series, High Horizons 
helped with Fire and 
Safety upgrades, and from 
the Manse Investment 
Fund from proceeds from 
the sale of the manse in 
2012.  The three year 
Capital Campaign in 2012 

realized pledges of 
$34,500.  This is the final 
year of that campaign and 
we hope that those who 
pledged contributions over 
a three year period during 
the Stewardship 
Campaign will be able to 
provide their remaining 
contributions. We will be 
developing a new five-
year plan during the next 
few months. 
 
Operating Budget 

 
On the operating side, our 
books continue to balance 
and will do so for 2015. 
However, during each of 
the past three years, 
regular givings through 
weekly envelopes and pre
-authorized Remittance 
(PAR) have been steadily 
decreasing. We have been 
able to make up for this 
by fund-raising, facilities 
rental, and generous and 
timely donations of cash 

and securities. This is 
clearly not desirable in the 
long term ï ideally weekly 
givings should be a much 
larger portion of our 
revenue. 
 

(Continued on page 6) 

Income 

Expenses 
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moved to the front of the 
church.  
  Finally a pipe-organ was 
installed between 1899 
and 1904. 

~ 
From: MacKay United 
Church:  Its History and 

its Builders 
 

Next Messenger :  
 

The first addition to the 
building. 

140 Years Youngé.. 
(Continued from page 1) 

For more information visit 
our website  
www. 

mackayunit-
edchurch.com/visit 

 
Our history book 
 is available  
Free 

 at the church. 

 

service, and the Christmas 
Eve service. 
  While we are active at 
the local level, events like 
the migration of refugees 
on a scale not seen in a 
generation are challenging 
our commitment to be the 
Church in the world.  After 
church on November 29, 
Norma McCord gave the 
congregation a summary 
of preparations for 
receiving refugees and 
how we at MacKay can 
prepare to help.  MacKay 
as a United Church 
congregation (The United 
Church of Canada is a 
Sponsorship Agreement 
Holder) can support 
sponsorships and work 
with community groups 
and this is being pursued.             
To make a financial 
donation, you can write a 
cheque to MacKay United 
Church marked ñRefugee 
Sponsorship.ò  As Rev. 
Peter told us in a powerful 
sermon, ñWhat we do 
matters.ò 
  Council has also seen 
changes this fall.  
Following his effective 
chairmanship of the Joint 
Search Committee, 
Michael Siewecke has 
stepped down as chair of 
Ministry and Personnel, 
and Council voted to 
approve Bruce Holyoake 
as his replacement. Jodi 
Fisher (Presbytery 
Representative) and 
Sharon Ells 
(Communications) have 
resigned due to personal 
obligations. Council has 
approved Maurie Barrett 
as the new chair of 

Christmas Greetings... 
(Continued from page 2) 

Pastoral Care (effective 
January 1).   
  Our call to be the church 
requires commitment from 
all of us, not only on the 
great issues of our day, 
but in the many small, but 
necessary, things we do in 
our church. We are 
looking for people to help 
with communication, 
assist with coffee time 
after church on Sundays, 
represent MacKay on the 
Multi-faith Housing 
initiative, and help out 
with the many other 
things, big and small, that 
need to be done.  Where 
could you lend a hand? 
  And there is the ever 
present-need for financial 
resources.  Susan Pitt has 
a fuller report on the 
budget in this Messenger.                            
Suffice it to say that while 
we are in a relatively good 
position, there are 
challenges ahead on 
various fronts that will 
require our collective 
financial response. 
  As we celebrate Advent, 
the Council and I wish you 
all the blessings and joys 
of this Christmas season. 

~ 

  Our 2016 budget reflects 
both normal rising costs  
and our need to increase 
weekly givings, fund-
raising, and special 
donations, without which 
we risk running a deficit. 
  
 
The Bottom Line 

 
  It is time for us all to 
reflect on what MacKay 
means to us and what 
contribution we can make 
to ensure that it continues 
to be a spiritual home and 
a dynamic force in the 
community. 

~ 

Financeé... 
(Continued from page 5) 
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 church and New 
Edinburgh community of 
which they were a part. 
This will be an on-going, 
multi-year project, and 
any assistance in the form 
of information, 
recollections, mementos, 
letters, research, etc., 
would be invaluable.   
  As a first step, as part of 
our Remembrance Day 
observance on November 
8 we looked at five of the 
nineteen MacKay fallen 
who enlisted in the early 
months of the war ï 
Daniel Robertson Jr., 
Charles A. Wendt, George 
Victor Coker, Leslie 
Watters Tubman, and 
Hom¯re Joliat. With a 
slide show, I presented a 
brief description of their 
lives, their service, the 
circumstances of their 
deaths, and where each is 
buried. More extensive 
written information is 
available from the Office, 
with pictures and citation 
of sources (which include, 
besides official 
government documents, 
our MacKay Communion 
Rolls, Register of Deaths, 
and records of the 
Session, Board of 
Management, Womenôs 
Association, and other 
church records in our 
Archives). 
  Each Remembrance Day 
for the next three years 
we will profile another five 
men, for whom that year 
will be the centenary of 
their death ï for example 
next year we will 
celebrate those who fell in 
1916.  In 2019 we will 
begin the profiles of those 
who fell in World War II.   

  In October, during a trip 
to France and Belgium, 
Carolyn and I visited the 
graves or memorials of 
seventeen of the men. 
(The eighteenth is in  
Beechwood Cemetery, 
which we visited in 
September, and the 
nineteenth is near Perth, 
Scotland ï if anyone is 
planning a trip to that 
area, please let me know).          
On October 14, I was 
privileged to read the 
Exhortation at the Last 
Post ceremony at the 
Menin Gate in Ypres, 
where Daniel Robertson 
Jrôs name is engraved on 
the wall. Our visit two 
days later to the Vimy 
Memorial, where the 
names of two of our men 
are inscribed, was also 
memorable. There was a 
thick fog, and as we 
approached, the 
monument gradually 
materialized out of the 
mist, a dramatic 
expression not only of the 
sacrifice recorded there 
but of the conditions 
under which they fought.  
Visiting these sites may 
not be everyoneôs idea of 
tourism, but for us it was 
a deeply moving 
experience ï an homage 
not only to the men 
themselves, but to the 
families who sent them off 
to serve their country, and 
in most cases probably 
never saw their last 
resting place. 
  We are keeping the 
promise that was made to 
them so many years ago:    
We will remember them.  
 

~ Al Bowker 

 

E very year at 
Remembrance Day we 
pay tribute to the men 
and women from MacKay 
who have served our 
country in two world wars, 
and we solemnly recite 
the names of those who 
gave their lives. But as 
these wars fade into 
history, this can become a 
ritual as much as a 
remembrance. We need to 
remind ourselves that the 
men who fell were real 
people, known and 
honoured in their day, 
whose lives were tragically 
cut short in the global 
catastrophe of war.  We 
also need to reconnect 
with our past as a church, 
within a community, that 
produced such people, 
willing to endure danger 
and hardship, and risk 
death, for democracy, 
Christian values, and 
civilization itself.  
  At the suggestion and 
with the advice of 
renowned historian Tim 
Cook, who is a member of 
our congregation, I 
decided to see what could 
be found out about the 
nineteen MacKay men 
who fell in the First World 
War, the 121 men and 
one nursing sister who 
came back, and the 

Remembering  
The 
MacKay 
Fallen 
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Weekly 

Monday to Saturday    NECTAR events in Memorial Hall 
Saturday    11:30am  CityKidz 
Sunday    10:30am   MacKay worship service 
Monday and Thurs      9:30 am  The Burgh Carving Club, 3rd Floor  
Tuesday          10:00 am  High Horizons  
Thursday     7:00 pm  Choir Practice  
     
       Monthly 
Sunday (first)  10:30 am  Mission & Service envelope & Food  
        Bank donations 
Tuesday (third)     3:00 pm MacKayôs service at New Ed. Square 
Tuesday (third)           5:30 pm Centre 507 Outreach 
Tuesday (fourth)  10:30 am  MacKayôs service at Garry J.   
       Armstrong Residence  
Wednesday (third)  12:00 pm  Good Cheer & UCW 
Wednesday (third)    7:00 pm  Council meeting  
    
        Coming Events ~ 2015/16 
December 
Sunday 6th     10:30am Gifts of Vision Service with guest 
        Suzanne Le speaking about Multi- 
        Faith Housing Initiative. 
Sunday 13th       7:00pm Christmas with the Vyhovskyi  
               Strings 
         Lawrence Wall, Master of Ceremonies,  
        Fund Raiser for the Ottawa Mission 
Sunday 20th      10:30am Childrenôs Pageant 
Sunday 20th       7:00pm Coming In Out Of The Blue   
        Christmas service 
 
Thursday 24th       4:30pm Intergernerational Christmas  
                Eve Service with Communion 
March 2016 
 
Friday 18th       7:30pm"Homeland" the next  
        concert in MacKay's Chamber 
        Music series continues with 
        the versatile violinist Carissa 
             Klopoushak and dulcimer  
        virtuoso Alexandru Sura as 
        they present Eastern   
        European music and folk- 
        inspired chamber music  
        including Ravel's Tzigane.  
 

 

Calendar of Events 

 

Thank you New 
Edinburgh Square for 

providing lunch for the 
Annual General 

Meeting  

MacKay United Church gratefully 
acknowledges the sponsorship of  
The Rockcliffe Retirement  

Residence  
for squares 

  
& 
 

Bridgehead  
 

for providing 
coffee and tea for the 
Chamber Music Concerts. 

Front page 
 

Books on 
Beechwood  

for selling tickets to 
MacKayôs Chamber Music 

Concert Series 
 

Thanks  
to 

& 

UCW & Good Cheer will meet again in March 2016 at 
the Pitt residence 


